
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Introduction: Opportunity for the exportation of South African 

dairy products to China 
 
1. In September 2024, South Africa signed trade agreements with China that could lead to an increase in the 

export of agricultural and manufactured products to the country. The new agreements, which include 
protocols for dairy and wool exports as well as a groundbreaking memorandum of understanding (MoU) on 
foot and mouth disease (FMD) are set to open opportunities for the exportation of agricultural products to 
China. 
 

2. According to Minister of Agriculture, John Steenhuisen, the dairy and wool protocols will allow access to the 
Chinese market for South African dairy and wool products. The inclusion of compartmentalisation will 
ensure that those export operations in provinces not affected by FMD will continue to be able to export their 
produce to China. 

 
3. On 2 September 2024, the Department of Agriculture of the Republic of South Africa and the General 

Administration of the Customs of the People’s Republic of China on Inspection, Quarantine and Sanitary 
requirements (GACC) signed a protocol for the exportation of dairy products. 

 
4. The signing of this protocol is good news. Such a protocol typically contains detailed information about 

requirements regarding matters such as food safety, product composition and which products can be 
exported in terms of the agreement. The detail of the requirements is not known yet and it means that South 
Africa must establish systems to meet the requirements set by China. Establishing such systems can take 
time.  

5. This veterinary procedure (VPN 20) is the guideline for the accreditation and approval of a dairy factory who 
wants to export to China. Annexure E that has reference to exports to China has also been finalised and 
forwarded to the industry. The provincial veterinary department will do all the inspection and a report on the 
findings will be forwarded to the National Department of Agriculture for approval. 

 
6. The Dairy Standard Agency together with the Red Meat Industry has finalised a framework for a Residue 

monitoring programme and submitted it to the Department of Agriculture. 
 

7. China is requesting list of the South African establishments that are in compliance with the protocol. Only 
South African dairy processing facilities that is ZA approved for exports to China can submit applications for 
registration in China through the “Registration and Management Systems for Overseas Imported Food 
Manufacturers” (CIFER system). 

 
For enquiries, please contact De Wet Jonker (Milk SA Project Manager: Customs duties and Market access) at 
dewet@sampro.co.za or 012 991 4164. 
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